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ABOUT OUR
GRANT

The Goal of Our Grant Project

ASWCD’s goal for the 2024-2025 Kinder Morgan Grant Project was to continue to
enhance our efforts in outreach and education to meet our mission of natural

resource conservation for the next two years in Anderson County

(1) Increase water quality education within the Broadway Creek Watershed by
implementing “water trunks,” K-12 & adult programming

(2) hold one streambank repair workshop within the Broadway Creek

(3) support SC AAS by co-hosting two yearly workshops

(4) continue to offer informative water resources through the ASWCD website and
share Know Your River Database (5) provide one “SC AAS Kit Grant” for an Anderson

County SC AAS monitoring group.



ABOUT OUR PROJECT

INITIAL GOALS
Our project accomplishes the mission
of the Water Council by continuing to
provide Anderson County schools
and community members with eleven
new types of water related education
programs, eight “water trunks”
accessible to all citizens and schools,
support of citizen science programs
such as SC Adopt-A-Stream,
CoCoRaHs, and Know Your River
database, growth of online platforms
to encourage community engagement
with water data collection, and
promotion of SC AAS site adoption on
creeks within the Broadway Creek
Watershed with a long history of
contamination issues. 

ASWCD will continue to hold a total
of three presentations each month
totaling 36 presentations/yr ~ 25-30
participants/program. This totals to
900 - 1,080 persons reached/year
through the grant with an additional
25+ people through 1 streambank
repair workshop within the
Broadway Creek Watershed.
Provide a new SC AAS Kit for one
community group we see working
diligently as well as host two SC AAS
Trainings each year (estimated
reached includes 20 people per
workshop). Digital reach includes
ASWCD website, SC Adopt-A-
Stream site, and newsletters ~
2,000 persons. Water Trunks will
also be maintained for schools in
the Belton area and 2 located in the
ASWCD office.



Our education and outreach programs reached a large quantity throughout the county
and beyond so far this year!  Below is an overlook of all of the education programs held

during the January 2024 - June 2025 grant period!

NUMBER OF PEOPLE/STUDENTS
SERVED
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NUMBER PEOPLE/STUDENTS
SERVED IN ANDERSON COUNTY
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The following are program topics focused on throughout the year:
Water Quality
Point & Non-Point Source Pollution
Watersheds
Water Cycle
Water Conservation
Soil Composition
Composting
Raised Bed Gardening
Food Sustainability through farming
Seed Harvesting & Preserving
Horticulture
Forestry
Wildlife
Recycling & Sustainability
Rain Barrels & Rain Gardens
Citizen Scientist Programs like SC AAS, CoCoRaHS, Know Your
River, and Project FeederWatch

3,870 participants total in
education programs

15 public schools served
in Anderson County and

beyond

183.25 total hours of
programming

67 education programs
and outreach events

PROGRAM TOPICS

OVERVIEW



GROUPS REACHED AND
PARTNERSHIPS MADE

Anderson County Disabilities and Special Needs Board
Anderson County Public Schools
Anderson County Libraries and Branches
Anderson Pickens County Stormwater Partners
Anderson Regional Joint Water System
Bart Garrison Agricultural Museum
Clemson Extension
Lake Hartwell Partners for Clean Water
Magnetic South Brewery
New Foundations Home for Children
SC Adopt-A-Stream
SC Forestry Commission
SC Farm Bureau - Women’s Committee
SNAP-Ed
The LOT Project - Artisan Gardens
United Way - Youth Volunteer Corp
Upstate Forever

PUBLIC SCHOOLS SERVED
Anderson Institute of Technology
Belton Middle School
BHP High School
Centerville Elementary School
Concord Elementary School
Crescent High School
Glenview Middle School

Mount Lebanon Elementary School
Nevitt Forest Elementary School
Pendleton Elementary School
Pendleton High School
Riverside Middle School
Robert Anderson Middle School
Wren Middle School
Wright Elementary School

Program Feedback:

Great! Informative! Fun!
Looking forward to the next one!
Ann Marie is a great instructor!



PROGRAM PHOTOS



SC ADOPT-A-STREAM



STREAMBANK REPAIR
WORKSHOP



DID THE PROGRAM/PROJECT ACHIEVE THE
OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES OUTLINED IN
YOUR APPLICATION?

SETBACKS

Anderson Soil and Water Conservation District worked diligently to implement new education
programs throughout the year, host a streambank repair workshop, become certified in
Freshwater Monitoring for SC AAS, monitor “Water Trunks” throughout the county, and promote
water quality databases like SC AAS and Know Your River Database to new volunteers. We were
very successful in implementation of 11 new water related education programs that helped
teachers in Anderson County meet SC State Education Standards using Project WET, WILD and
Project Learning Tree Curriculum. The district utilized funding to help purchase support materials
for the programs and outreach materials for booth events at local agriculture fairs and school
fairs. 

The transition between Anaston Porter and Ann Marie Pauley as our Education and Outreach
Coordinator limited our ability to do as many programs in 2024 as we would have liked.
We were unable to host the two SC AAS Freshwater Monitoring workshops since Ann Marie was
not a certified trainer. Ann Marie became a certified Freshwater Monitor in September 2024 and
a certified Macroinvertebrate Monitor in October 2025. She is working toward becoming a
certified Freshwater Monitor trainer. The District has, however, highly promoted and supported
SC AAS by encouraging community members to attend trainings. Ann Marie attended June 2025
and September 2025 SC AAS trainings in Anderson County to support the Clemson Extension
agents hosting.
An intern was in place for Spring 2024, but no intern position was advertised for the rest of this
grant period. The District decided it was best for a Ann Marie to become familiar with the position
before adding the responsibility of an intern. We are excited to bring an intern to the team for
this new grant period.



The Anderson Soil and Water Conservation District Citizen Scientist Initiative continues to
develop and grow. This upcoming grant year, we have applied with the Anderson County
Watershed Protection Council for the following goals:

To increase water quality education and environmental literacy within the Broadway Creek
Watershed and Anderson County through our “Water Trunks” and K-12 and adult educational
programming.
To conserve water resources and improve stream health by hosting two streambank repair
workshops in Anderson County and/or providing Buffer Builder Bags (B3).
To promote water conservation and stewardship by delivering engaging water resource
content through the ASWCD website, monthly e-newsletter, social media, educational
programs, and community outreach.
Our project will continue to support water monitoring data collection through SC AAS.

A majority of our programs are sustainable. Many of our materials purchased can be used
multiple times and will continue to provide the District with a way to offer programs for years to
come. The main focus of longevity will be supporting the paid position of the Education and
Outreach Coordinator. We continue searching for ways to increase our funding support through
more permanent means with the county. We also apply for several other small and local grants
each year that help with our programs.

We would love to continue our partnership with the Anderson Water Council as an ongoing effort
to educate and encourage stewardship of the environment within Anderson County. We hope to
be a resource for the county where citizens can come learn about water quality initiatives and
become a solution that helps keep our waterways clean!

PROJECT FUTURE



The Education and Outreach Citizen Science Initiative helped produce and allow for the following
outcomes at ASWCD:

District Employee Support:
Employee salary support, paid mileage and networking support for 2 district employees to
implement water education on the ground in Anderson County
Conferences and meetings attended between January 2024 and June 2025:

Lake Hartwell Partners for Clean Water - monthly meetings
Anderson Pickens Counties Stormwater Partners - quarterly meetings
SC Conservation Districts Employee Training and Networking in Columbia, SC
SC Adopt-a-Stream Trainings for the Education and Outreach Coordinator to become a
certified Freshwater and Macroinvertebrate monitor for Anderson County
SC Farm Bureau Women’s Committee - bimonthly meetings
SC Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Conference 2025 in Columbia, SC
SC Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom Training
EEASC Conferences - Spartanburg, SC in 2024 and Florence, SC in 2025
Project WET Training

SC Adopt-a-Stream: 
Replenish of ASWCD’s chemicals for the 2 kits in our office
Purchase of training supplies such as micropipette tips, thermometers, gloves, 30 new training
manuals, SC AAS t-shirts for volunteers, 3M petrifilm plates, and snacks/lunch/waters for the 6
hour training events.

Tangible Results of the Project



Tangible Results of the Project Cont.
67 Education and Outreach Events/Programs throughout Anderson County

Updated Enviroscape materials for educational programs

Take Home Kits for families to celebrate Earth Day and learn about the importance of natural

resource conservation

Educational prints and giveaways for community events such as 

Nevitt Forest Elementary School Literacy Night

Crescent High School Farm Day

Earth Day Community Event

Riverside Middle School Ag & Art Day

FFA Chapter Officer Summit

Water Education programs at libraries across Anderson County

Pendleton High School Farm City Day

Pendleton Elementary School Career Fair

Forest Fest (Clemson Experimental Forest)

Barrels & Beer

Ag + Art Tour

New Foundations Home for Children Community Fair

The support of the ASWCD Local Work Group Survey to help prioritize natural resource concerns in

the county with local citizens.



Tangible Results of the Project Cont.

Canva Info Sheets for each education program
ASWCD Rain Water Harvesting Brochure
ASWCD District Brochure
ASWCD Monthly Newsletter - 18 total
SC Adopt-a-Stream brochure prints
SC Adopt-a-Stream flyer prints
SC Adopt-a-Stream training manuals
Purchase of the following worksheets and books for students in
Anderson County: Project WET “Water, Agriculture and Food” and
USDA’s “Mighty Mini Microbe’s Tale” 
ASWCD Educational Programs and Resources for biannual Education
Packets to the Schools

Fall - Programs & Resources
Spring - Educational Contests, SC Envirothon, Woodlands Clinic

SINGLE COPY PRODUCTS PRODUCED

BELOW IS A LIST OF THE SINGLE COPY PRODUCTS PRODUCED WITH
THE SUPPORT OF THE KINDER MORGAN GRANT



PROJECT IMPACT ON CURRENT
ISSUES IN THE COUNTY

Our Education and Outreach Coordinator is certified in Freshwater and
Macroinvertebrate Monitoring and is working toward becoming a certified SC AAS trainer.
The District is sampling a stream in Anderson County (Big Generostee Creek).
Through our promoting SC AAS and Green Steps Schools, 11 Pendleton High School
students and one teacher became Freshwater Monitoring certified (October 2025).

SC ADOPT-A-STREAM IMPACTS

LOCAL WORK GROUP RESULTS (NRCS & DISTRICT PARTNERSHIP)
Each year the Soil and Water Conservation District gathers input from local citizens to inform our Local
Work Group (LWG). The district prioritizes the resource concerns in each county. The decisions made
by the group are a significant factor in determining how Federal funds will be distributed to applicants
in Anderson County requesting cost share monies under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) through the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).

Local Work Groups are made up of various stakeholders, such as farmers, landowners, scientists, and
community members that work in conjunction with the Conservation District. The Local Work Group
process is a way for people who care about the environment and conservation to come together and
help state and federal agencies understand specific, county-level challenges or issues related to
natural resources.

This year we had another outstanding turn out for Local Work Groups including input from 16 members
of Anderson County. It ran from 6/26/2024 through 7/15/2024. The results were as follows:

Forest:
                      #1 Terrestrial habitat
                      #2 Concentrated erosion
                      #3 Fire Management

Crop:
                      #1 Field sediment, nutrient and pathogen loss
                      #2 Wind and water erosion
                      #3 Degraded plant condition

Pasture:
                      #1 Concentrated erosion
                      #2 Field sediment, nutrient and pathogen loss
                      #3 Livestock production limitation

Ag Waste:
                      #1 Field sediment, nutrient and pathogen loss
                      #2 Concentrated erosion
                      #3 Storage and handling of pollutants

Additional discussion and concerns were:
Continued clearing and development of large areas of land with new housing and runoff
Data collection, stream restoration, and education
More involvement in planning commission
Wild hog fencing



PROJECT IMPACT ON CURRENT
ISSUES IN THE COUNTY

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

WATERSHED-BASED PLAN SUPPORT

The grand totals for 2024 Fiscal Year are 64 new contract/agreements for conservation
plans which totals $3,377,609 in funds committed in Anderson County.

EQIP - 48 new contracts totaling $2,594,625
CSP - 16 new contracts totaling $782,984

NRCS PARTNERSHIP AND CONTRACTS

Our new education programs helped reach a number of public schools
in the area with educational materials related to water quality and
environmental awareness. We have seen an increase in requests for
programs at local public schools and teachers have become more
interested in these topics.

Our district has agreed to support several watershed based plans
through Upstate Forever since the beginning of our funding in 2023.
Plans include:

Rocky River and Big Generostee Creek Watersheds within the
greater Savannah River Basin (2023)
3&20 Creek Watershed to continue septic repairs, agricultural BMPs,
land protection, and streambank repair projects over the next three
years (2023)
Tugaloo River Watersheds Watershed-based Plan (2025)



WATER TRUNKS
Water Trunks were first piloted in
Anderson School District 2.
Additionally, we have distributed trunks
to the following schools which span
across all 5 Anderson County School
Districts: 

Wright Elementary 
BHP High School
Belton Middle School
Anderson Institute of Technology
Pendleton High School
Wren Middle School

Teachers have been very receptive of
the trunks and are giving great
feedback.
These trunks have increased our
district awareness in the community.
In 2025, we add the SC AAS
macroinvertebrate monitoring book to
the trunks.



KNOW YOUR RIVER DATABASE
INCORPORATION

The Know Your River Database was shared and linked on the
Anderson Soil and Water Conservation District Webpage and

shared during all of our outreach, programs, and events in the
County. Information on the database was printed and set out

at the district office.
The district is currently seeking ways that we can become
involved in contributing to data collection on the online

platform.



MEDIA &
COMMUNICATIONS
ASWCD has been able to gain traction in media
and communications to amplify the project’s
reach in several different ways.

383 social media posts

with 110,015 views

18 monthly E-Newsletters

to up to 974 recipients



THANK YOU!!

From all of us at Anderson Soil and Water

Conservation District!
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